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renewed several times he finally consented, and
King William nominated him. As the Queen had
foreseen, France raised the most violent protest, and
Prince Leopold withdrew his acceptance.

Throughout these negotiations the Prussian Royal
Family had been in complete ignorance of their
origin : they believed that this offer was the expres-
sion of the wish of the Spanish nation, and had been
conveyed by General Prim in confidence to the King.
They had not a notion that Bismarck had been at the
bottom of it, and that it was he who had urged
General Prim to press the offer till it was accepted
with the sole object of rousing France to a pitch of
fury which, carefully fanned and fostered, might end
in war. War, Bismarck knew, was bound to come
before long, and the German military machine was
ready now, while France, in spite of the prestige of
her armies, was unprepared. He hoped that she
might find a casus belli in this nomination. The
withdrawal therefore of Prince Leopold was dis-
appointing, for France had no longer any cause for
quarrel. But Bismarck did not give up hope that
some awkward incident might yet occur, and France,
elated with the withdrawal of the Hohenzollern
candidate, which she attributed to the firmness of
her Government, made the mistake which served his
purpose to a nicety. King William was at Ems,
taking his cure, and the French Ambassador in
Berlin, instead of using the customary diplomatic
channels, obtained an interview with him, and
demanded his personal assurance that he would
never again put forward Prince Leopold as a candi-
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